Millennial trends in photo and video


Photography in general is entering a new phase for the Millenials and Fine Art Photographers. This era is founded on these basic principles:

Maker Culture

“Just as some people say that photography freed up the painters to be impressionistic,” Estabrook said, “so has digital allowed photographers to be free to experiment.” 


There’s a culture of creating and making cool stuff among Millennials. It’s just one outlet of their entrepreneurial spirit; one that has placed them squarely in the creative arts arena. The recent resurgence of photography as a hobby is tied to this maker culture, as well as Millennials' desire to share what they make. Digital photography has made it easy to customize and tweak images to truly put one’s personal stamp on the work before posting it widely on social media.

As with any hobby, Millennials are exploring the full range of possibilities with photography, teaching themselves how to take better pictures, edit and tweak their photos, and even seam pictures into HDR images and panoramas, all thanks to the wealth of knowledge shared on the Internet.

There is a show called “This is a Photograph,” exhibited at the Penland School of Crafts and curated by Dan Estabrook. An artist in his own right, Estabrook also teaches a popular workshop called “Photography in Reverse” in which he begins with digital photography and teaches older techniques back to the daguerreotype created in the 19th century.

Now that digital is the modern option for citizens and journalists alike, chemical processes have re-emerged in the art world. Daguerreotypes, wet collodion and photograms appear in the work of famous artists such as Chuck Close, Sally Mann and Adam Fuss.

The DIY phenomenon, one of the most visible aspects of Generation Yawn, has really flourished thanks to the Internet, particularly with the rise of Instagram and with personal blogs growing into international brands.

“The whole do-it-yourself movement, which really stemmed from people wanting to save money around the financial crisis in 2008 or 2009, then moving along with social media,” she says. “Now it’s kind of chic.’”

“I think a lot of this is a reaction to the hyper-capitalist, sped-up 21st century,”


Nostalgia

Film is dead. Long live film.

The nostalgic have been mourning the end of film photography for a while now. Kodak went bankrupt and photo labs have been closing all over. Film rolls are expensive (around $5 for 36 photos), and developing them is time-consuming—no contest for the infinite storage space and immediate gratification of digital photography.

But now film photography is enjoying something of a comeback, gaining popularity with the under-thirty set.

Hipster culture embraces all things retro—think thrift stores, mismatched dishes from grandma’s kitchen, and ‘antique’ Instagram filters. And just as this helped rejuvenate vinyl records (their sales are up 49% in 2014) and save Polaroid photos, it’s now bringing back good old print pictures.

In a survey of thousands of people from 70 different countries by Ilford, a producer of photo film, nearly a third said they were below 35—and 60% of that group said they had picked up film photography in the past five years.

Asked what first attracted them to using film, the new users commonly replied:
“It’s fun”
“It’s retro”

"I wanted to slow down and really think about what I was doing rather than just shoot 15 versions of the same shot to get it right. As I have grown into film, I also enjoy the craft aspects of it. Developing etc." 

Users also said they enjoy the craft element of developing film. And 90% said they go online to learn and discuss their skill.

For many of those the interest began after receiving a film camera as a gift from family or a friend. Canon, Nikon, Mamiya, and Pentax cameras all featured strongly in the survey, with a large percentage also being bought on EBay.

Around 84% of our respondents said that they had taught themselves how to use film with a little help from books and the Internet and more than 49% now develop and print their own pictures in a darkroom.

Of those who responded, 98% used black and white film with 31% shooting it exclusively. Just 2% use only color film. 

Interestingly 86% of respondents used roll film, and the Lomo and Holga cameras proved popular in this category.

On-line groups and Forums are used by 90% of respondents for product information and technical advice with a similar number finding what they need from.

“The photographic film business has been remorselessly hacked into bits, but it’s not dead yet.

In fact, it’s enjoying something of a resurgence as the Impossible Project, Ferrania, Lomography and others keep the flame alive.”

Sure, there are dozens of camera apps available for smartphones, but “real” cameras are cool again. The excitement is part throwback, and part technological advancement. Even amateur photographers covet vintage classics, from once-cheap Polaroids (The Impossible Project) to higher-end Nikons. And then there are hipster-approved Leicas and Lomography cameras — new or old — that will turn heads. And now that cell phones can list some impressive megapixel numbers, camera makers are focusing on improving other technologies, shrinking the size of SLRs, boosting brightness and image quality, and adding filters and editing and HD video functionality.

“Millennials harken back to their grandparents’ generation,” 

Anti-Consumerism

"...my peers deserve more than products to buy wrapped up in advertising. We need ideas to share and causes to believe in — opportunities to lead and teach.” 

Part of the appeal of vinyl records and manual film cameras is that one can truly understand how they function, allowing a person to more deeply engage with these tools. If it broke, it could be fixed. It wasn’t necessary to buy a completely new product. This is where the root of the hipster lies. It is a pursuit of sustainability in the face of a consumer market based on constant obsolescence.


Sharing

Photos are another tool for personal storytelling. They are no longer about remembering past times or events but for showing what they are doing now.
An overwhelming 79% of Millennials share photos of their own online—ones they themselves took. If you include video that goes up to 81%. Millennials are now watching more video content on YouTube and other streaming platforms than they are on TV.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Millennials want to express themselves by creating their own new records of their experiences. It's not enough to upload something made by somebody else. They aren’t happy simply recording moments with their cameras, they need to do more than that – they need to tell stories.

Pictures speak volumes for millennials and this is why they like Instagram over Twitter, which is more reliant on words to share or get a message across. Millennials are creative individuals by nature, and therefore prefer and support brands that enable them to express themselves in creative ways.

Experiences are important to Millennials, as has been well documented. Millennials want to participate in special, often communal events. And part of how they experience these events is through documentation—they photograph the events—and share via social media.

In a recent poll of concertgoers from TicketFly, 40% of Millennial women said they took pictures of concerts they went to, and 24% of men said the same. And 22% of Millennials share on social media about their experience while in attendance at the actual event.

What are Millennials photographing at an event like a concert? Well, whatever's onstage, sure. But they're also photographing themselves. Selfies let Millennials not only share the experience they're having, but also share their own place in that experience.

The selfie is a usefully symbolic gesture for people trying to understand Millennials, so it's no surprise Millennials have found themselves often tagged as the "Selfie Generation." At this point, more than half of Millennials have shared a selfie, according to Pew, while only a quarter of Gen Xers and a tenth of Boomers have shared one.

For Millennials, then, sharing photos happens widely, and sharing photos of oneself happens almost as widely. It's not surprising that more Millennials describe Instagram as a "friendly" website than as a "creative" website. A photo-sharing site isn't even automatically a social network, but Millennials have made it one, because they've made the act of sharing photos a personal act—and a very social one—and placed their own faces at the center of that act.

In the end, photography is really just another piece of how Millennials interact and socialize online. Millennials have used the Internet to build strong bonds between one another. A third of Millennials claim to be "close" to somebody they met online; according to a survey by digital marketing firm Deep Focus. According to this same study, three quarters of Millennials have friendships that are entirely based on social media. This extends to photos, as half of Millennials now consider how their clothes will look in shared photos on Instagram when picking an outfit.
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